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Tom has worked in that company for 12 years. (work) 
Have you heard the news? (hear) 
The boys have never eaten sushi. (eat) 
 

1.Daniel  has seen that video clip at least twenty times.(see) 

2.The workers haven’t had a break in 4 hours. (not have) 

3.We’ve visited them regularly over the last few years. (visit) 

4. Has Ella passed her driving test ye?(pass) 

5.Roger’s been to Mexico several times since 2014. (be) 

6.Why has Mathew quit his job? (quit) 

7.I’ve already told you the answer. (tell) 

Present Perfect Previous Week 
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Past continuous vs past simple 
Said / Asked + direct speech; When / 
While 

Modal verbs: present and past 
possibility Multi-words verbs:Object 
pronouns 
 
 	

Unit 3-4 
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Past continuous vs Past simple 

1. Actions in progress at a certain time in the past / 
certain point in the story. 
 
After dinner I went into the living room and saw that 
she was crying.  
When she opened the door, we were talking about 
her.  
 
2. Narrative use: used to set the scene at the 
beginning of the story. 
 
It was getting dark, and I was working to the pub 
when… 
 
 

1.  Past complete actions. 
 
We ate out yesterday / We went to the zoo last week. 
 
2. Past habits of states. 
 
We often went to the cinema after work / He really 
loved sport, and was very fit. 
 
3. Situations that started and finished in the past 
(duration). 
 
I played football for 20 years. 
How long did you live in Brussels? 
 
4. Narrative use: events of the story in chronological 
order. 
 
She opened the door, looked at us and went to her 
room. 
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Past Simple Pronunciation 
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Direct Speech 

Repeats or “quotes”, the exact words spoken.  

Written : There is no change in this words. 
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She said, “What time will you be home”     

“They think it’s a more respectable job”, said Jo. 

“I don’t agree”,  I replied. 

John said, “There’s an elephant outside” 

“There’s a fly in my soup! ”, screamed Simone. 

Daniel asked, “What was the homework?”. 

Examples 
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Interruption 

He was holding his newborn baby when you called. 

Same time 

He was holding his newborn baby when he was talking on the phone. 

Immediately after 

When you call, he picked up his phone. 

Anytime / whenever 

When he has a question, he calls the doctor. 
 

Uses of WHEN 

Use it before the past simple to describe an event that interrupts another event. 



Material prepared for exclusive use at Grupo Innovador Lingüístico SC / 2020 

Same time 

He was holding his newborn baby While (when) he was talking on 
the phone. 

Contrast 

While some fathers were uncomfortable holding newborns, he was 
not awkward at all. 

Uses of WHILE 

Use it before the past continuous to describe a background event to another event. 
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1. Judy was doing her homework  WHEN her cat jumped onto the table. 

2. I played football in the park WHILE my brother was riding his bike. 

3. I was sleeping WHEN the  alarm went off. 

4. WHILE my parents were reading the newspaper. I was listening to 
music on my mp3 player. 

5. What was she doing WHEN you called? 

6. He ate an ice cream WHILE we were swimming in the sea.  

Exercise 
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Vocabulary 

Car   Cab    Limousin   

Bus   Double-Decker    School bus
  

Van           Motorbike    bike   
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Train    Tram   Underground 

Motorboat   Sailboat  Submarine   

Pickup  truck   Lorry    Plane   
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Ship Truck Crane 



Material prepared for exclusive use at Grupo Innovador Lingüístico SC / 2020 

Choose the correct words 

1. Sarah was talking to her brother when the phone rang / was ringing. 

 

2. Jeff and Stuart played / were playing football when Stuart fell over. 

 

3. Marie had / was having a bath when she saw a spider. 

 

4. I did / was doing my homework when Ifell asleep. 

 

5. Jane and her sister were eating spaghetti when Jane dropped / was dropping 
her fork. 
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Blown 
Bitten 
Been 
Chosen 
Cost 
Fallen 
Felt 
Heard 
Hit 
Lost 
Read 
Run 
Sat 
Written 
 

Wake 
Throw 
Think 
Steal 
Ride 
Make 
 

Waken 
Thrown 
Thought 
Stolen 
Ridden 
Made 

Blow 
Bit 
Be 
Chose 
Cost 
Fall 
Feel 
Hear 
Hit 
Lose 
Read 
Run 
Sit 
Write 

Verbs-Past Participle 
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Tell the story. Use the past continuous, the past simple, present perfect, 
past perfect, present perfect continuous and direct speech 
 
Useful words: to hide, poison, curtain, horrified. 
 
While Mrs Harris was leaving her house, a burglar was watching her from 
behind a bush. He climbed in through the window of her living room. He 
found a beautiful pearl necklace. 
 



Material prepared for exclusive use at Grupo Innovador Lingüístico SC / 2020 



Material prepared for exclusive use at Grupo Innovador Lingüístico SC / 2020 

 
 
1.  A plumber (come)  to our house yesterday. 

2.  He (want)  to repair our washing machine that (break)  a few days before. 

3.  Before he (ring)  at my door, he (look)  for a parking space for about ten 
minutes. 

4.  While the plumber (repair)  the washing machine, I (watch)  the news. 

5.  Suddenly, I (realise)  that they (show)  our street on TV. 

6.  The reporter (say)  that a car (crash)  into a stop sign just before reaching 
the crossroads. 

Complete the sentences for situations in the past.  
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